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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


As our correspondent on another page suggests, the economic crisis may have reactions 
upon libraries. The most obvious one he mentions is the increased difficulty we shall 
experience in obtaining American books. Not all libraries, public or private, make any special 
collection of books published in the United States, although there has been an increasing 
tendency to buy more as the relations of the two countries have grown closer through their 
common struggle ; in fact, we know libraries which have spent many hundreds of pounds 
in the course of the past year or two on the seleét lists of books which have been made for us 
by American librarians. It is most unfortunate that the manipulation of dollar currency 
should have brought about a situation in which even the exchange of ideas between the 
countries becomes more difficult. One suggestion might be made and that is that our American 
colleagues should continue to sift the literature of this time of famine for us, so that further 
seleé lists may be available in better days. 
% * * % * 

The number of advertisements of library appointments is a proof that much reconditioning 
of existing libraries has become necessary. The profession needs scrutiny and testing in order 
that the best librarians may be discovered. It is unfortunately true that some of the best 
people are quite inarticulate, are in obscure positions, sometimes in very small libraries, and 
they do not always get their opportunity. On the other hand, relatively few librarians make 
themselves conspicuous by their attendance at meetings, reading of papers, production of 
suggestions, and by doing pieces of practical work for the world to see. It is natural that an 
appointing body should ask not only of the local experience of a man but what he has done 
that distinguishes him from the number of trained and certificated men whose paper 
qualifications and past history seem to be similar. Possibly the new library schools will give 
some assistance in this selection, but only a small percentage of librarians at present has been 
able to avail itself of this particular privilege. We are glad to note that library authorities are 
beginning to refrain from advertising for chartered librarians at anything less than the A.P.T. 
scales of the National Charter—or, in non municipal libraries, their equivalent. There is 
sill, however, some way to go before we draw level with other professions. 

* * * * * 

We hear lugubrious whisperings that the time is ripe for a new form of the Geddes axe 
to be brought into operation. Retrenchment has always been a rallying cry for a certain type 
of public man who believes that the more tightly he buttons up his pockets the more prosper- 
ous everybody is bound to become. As both manual and pr« v Sersh a workers are now much 
more organized than they were when the frenzied inquisition and disastrous cuts were made 
after the last war, it is possible that the axe—if it is flourished—will not cut so much living 
wood as it did last time. Naturally, and very characteristically, the first attacks are being made 
on “ the hordes of officials.” None of us likes officialism and few of us like discipline or control. 
Both, unfortunately, are necessary now. This is not a political question but one of common- 
sense. Librarians, however, must be prepared with arguments for the maintenance and 
extension of their services even in times such as these. 

* * * * * 

The interesting broadcast entitled ‘‘ The Truth about Libraries,” which would have been 
better entitled ‘‘ Some of the Truth,” was repeated in the dignity of the Third Programme on 
July 5. One or two faéts about it deserve comment. There was the assumption, accepted 
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cheerfully by the non-public library speakers, and referred to by the Chairman with dis- 
approval, that public libraries buy their fiction from the surplus of subscription libraries. 
Most of them buy a part, but a fractional part only, we hope, from this source, but Mr. Edward 
Sydney was right to assert that only about 25 per cent. of public library book funds were 
spent on all secondhand books. In the larger libraries, not nearly as much as that, we suggest. 
It is a matter for serious debate whether public libraries should, or should not, buy any of the 
surplus books of such libraries ; not merely for the reason that the author is penalised by the 
practice, although that is a fair objeétion, but because public libraries should now be in a 
financial position strong enough to buy what is necessary at first-hand. This would not, of 
course, get rid of the persistent assumption that a book from a public library is in some way 
inferior to the same book from another sort of library. Mr. Sydney, whose manner and 
method throughout were impeccably urbane, endeavoured to show that the municipal service 
was for all classes, but we are not sure that the point registered. 

* * * * ok 


There was a third speaker, Captain G. R. Barrow, O.B.E., R.N., who again voiced the 
indignation of the proprietors of the ‘‘ Twopenny ” type that we supply fiction and so are 
* aétually competing with our own ratepayers.” Mr. Sydney countered neatly by saying that 
all public services, whatever they are, can be proved to be competitors with somebody’s 
private interest. The gallant captain gave his position away, in part at least, when he admitted 
that public libraries were in existence before the Twopenny Libraries. His position then is 
that any private citizen who can provide a water, drainage, electricity, transport or other 
system, is entitled to settle in a town and demand, as a local ratepayer, that the municipal 
provision of these things shall cease to compete with his interests although these did not exist 
when that provision was made. The argument is fantastic. In any case libraries are cultural 
institutions, through literature, and novels are a dominant English literary form which other 
nations have adopted to their great content. To exclude them is impossible. But the rate- 
payers themselves may be left to provide an answer. 

* * ok * * 

One of the principles for which the older librarian stood was that he should not be 
expected to account for temporary or occasional fluctuations in the number of books issued. 
If he assents to any other, he is liable to endeavour to coin excuses which cannot be proven 
and are often rather weak. It would be well to accept this at present ; in the transition time 
through which we are passing there will be many ups and downs and, at men’s busy times 
they have less opportunity than normally for reading. This comment occurs to us as a result 
of reading a quite successful report from Worthing. A seaside town has many readers. Indeed, 
out of a population of 65,800, 48 per cent. are registered readers who amongst them used 
695,111 volumes. Thus, every reader borrowed about 23 a year; both readers and readings 
are therefore unusually high. Yet the writer of the report says: ‘‘ These figures show a 
decrease of 19,736 . . . which, at the first glance appears to indicate a serious falling off of 
reading.” But surely the fall, considerably less than 3 per cent., is one that could occur 
through a month of too fine or too wet weather. 

* * * * * 


The Portsmouth Reader, always a lively and attractive bulletin, has an interesting essay on 
the book and its origins, and a verbal vignette of the first Public Library in Portsmouth. 
This opened in 1883 in a primitive manner, and was only a reading room in what was formerly 
the headquarters of the local Commander of the Royal Artillery. Adorned with portraits 
of Mr. Gladstone, Lord Beaconsfield and, for local pride, Charles Dickens, it was stocked 
with newspapers and magazines, “ all of the most wholesome kind.” It also was used as a 
Store-room for the nucleus of the lending library, which was yet to come, and this nucleus was 
1,200 volumes from the library of the Borough Police Force, transferred thereto by the 
Watch Committee. After Alderman William Pink had opened it on 26th April, the Hampshire 
Telegraph wrote prophetically: ‘“ We have done a great thing this week, without perhaps 
being fully conscious of its importance.” There is a good note ‘“‘ Among the New Books,” 
a fearsome line block of an eighteenth century man trap which advertises the museum, and 
Mr. Sargeant wisely prints the summary of the official statistics of the Board of Trade on the 
various classes of industries that use paper, showing where the demands and deficits are. 
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It is interesting to note that the University of Liverpool has instituted a diploma in the 
Study of Records and Administration of Archives, which will begin work with the new 
University term on Oétober 7th. The cost of the course is £20, of the examination £2, and 
the diploma £1. One academic year is required of full-time, and two academic years of part- 
time, students. The subjects are Latin and English palaeography, diplomatic, the editing and 
calendaring of historical documents, archive administration, and there is an oral examination. 
Practical instruétion will be received at the County Record Office. 

* * * 

It is pleasant to see that the Westminster Public Libraries issue an Annual Report on the 
modern model. Westminster always had a good literary style. It maintains this, but adds the 
pleasure of a good type and paper, and the obvious desire to spread out towards a larger 
public. That, of course, is expected as if it were a commonplace from a library conduéted 
by Lionel McColvin. The lending library issues are in the block one and a quarter millions, 
and the reference library accounts for another quarter million. Lending library readers 
are allowed three tickets, and 112,249 tickets are now in being. All borrowers show a 
circumstance which is probably repeated in other London boroughs : of 44,408 readers about 
13,000, or less than a third, are residents and ratepayers; the others are non-residents 
employees and students. Although the resident population there is relatively small, the 
committee feels that there must be many ratepayers who are not fully aware of the facilities, 
and they propose to initiate a publicity campaign. 


* 


To what extent librarians should devote their advertising propensities to the advention 
of catch phrases, which as their name implies have what the advertising agent calls ‘“‘ attention 
value,” is a matter that might be discussed. In his new Manual of Classification and Book Display, 
Dr. Savage accents the display far more than the classification ; indeed the book is, as our 
reviewer suggests, rather a book on display than on classification, and will thus be read. 


We have now before us a little folder from the Cambridge Public Libraries, the enterprise 
of which we acknowledge. It is called Books of Last Quarter, July, 1947. Its compiler 
apparently does not believe that such headings as Social Science, Religion, the Outdoors, 
History, and Biography, have any attracting value. This is a question well worth debating. 
Mr. Munford prefers for his Law, “ Practice in Court” and, for another kind, “ Courtiers 
in Praétice”’; Christianity he calls ‘‘ Ways of Grace”; books on peach orchards, wine, 
and the bed, he calls ‘‘ Paths of Indulgence”; philosophy is the “ Province of Reason” ; 
earlier history he calls ‘‘ Golden Centuries,” more recent “‘ Leaden Decades” ; but perhaps 
he reaches his height when for Parliament he uses ‘ Sovereign Assembly ” and for trade 

\ssembling Sovereigns”! Fiétion becomes * Divers Tales.” The captions have at least 
the power to make us look at what is under them, and it may be urged that this is all they are 
intended to do. 

New Branches of the Devon County Library were opened at Honiton on 318t May, 
1947, and Topsham on 23rd June, 1947. In each case the Branch Library contains approxi 
mately 3,000 books and replaces a service dependent on local voluntary assistance. 


The Aftermath of the Blitz in our Book Production Effort 


Our publishers, Messrs. Grafton and Co., are not alone in complaining of the difficulties 
which have overcome the printing and publishing trades since the war. In their case these 
afleét especially their issue of Library Text Books. We have received the following note from 
them which we hope will explain the serious position to their librarian authors. 

“Tt is very discouraging for us being put off so often by printers and bookbinders in our 
eflort to get our books published and our authors have just reason for complaint. We admit 
that the printers and bookbinders are struggling against many difficulties—so are we. We do 
not want to make ‘‘ martyrs ” of ourselves but when we inform our authors that hundreds of 
sheets of material ready for the binder were destroyed in the blitz—many of them cannot 
be found or replaced—we crave and hope for patience and forbearance. Our printers and 
binders tell us that they are doing their best for us. So we live in hopes!” 


| 
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Read the Play—See the Film 


By A. G. S. Enser, A.L.A., Branch Supervisor, Swansea Public Libraries. 


Tuis article is complementary to ‘‘ Read the Book—See the Film” published in this journal 
in June, and it will be found that some of the titles again appear because either dramatized 
versions are available of works originally published in prose form, or vice-versa. In this 
respect, [ have omitted entries where no published dramatic adaptions are obtainable, ¢.g., 
Crime and Punishment, adapted for the stage by Rodney Ackland (New Theatre, London, 
1946), and Vanity Fair, adapted for the stage by Constance Cox (Comedy Theatre, London, 
1946). I have also omitted all entries in respeét of musical plays, e.g. Lishon Story and Du Barry 
was a Lady, because in this particular type of play it is the music and dancing which command 
interest rather than the written words. 

The purpose behind the compilation of the under-mentioned list of filmed plays is to 
provide a guide in building up a representative selection of such plays for displays in libraries. 
As is the case with filmed books, the success of a display of filmed plays will be assured, 
providing that the selection is tastefully set out, is adequately representative and a reading 
list compiled. 

It is suggested that the reading list be compiled under the alphabetical arrangement of 
film title followed by the name of the author of the play. Notes should be given where the 
title of the film differs from that of the play, e.g. Brief Encounter, based on Still Life, by Noel 
Coward, and also where the copy of the play possessed by the library is included in a collected 
edition of plays, e.g., Women, The. Boothe. (In Famous Plays of 1937.) 

Colleéted editions of plays present some difficulty of showing immediately a play con- 
tained therein which has been filmed, but an adhesive strip of white paper, inscribed with 
details of the filmed play, can be attached across the spine of the book. 

The aétual lay-out of the display is not the purpose of this article, but use of theatre 
bills is not to be ignored, nor the incorporation of ** stills” of film and play pre duction, if 
obtainable. These, together with an artistic notice and the neat arrangement of book-covers 
should ensure an attractive display, but it must be emphasized that sufficient copies of filmed 
plays must be available in order to feed the display stands. Duplicate, triplicate and 
quadruplicate copies are not to be despised ! 

Again, | do not suggest that the following list is exhaustive and I shall be pleased to 


be informed of omissions. 


Title of Film 


luthor of Play 


Title of Film 


Author of Play 


\cacia Avenue : Constanduros Cavalcade Coward 
\dmirable Crichton, The Barrie Charley's Aunt Thomas 
\fter Office Hours Van Druten Children in Unitorm Winsloe 
(London Wall) Chinese Bungalow, The Osmond and 
\mazing Dr. Clitterhouse, The Lyndon Corbet 
\nna Christie O'Neill Claudia Frankau 
\ren't Men Beasts Sylvaine Clive of India Minney 
\rms and The Man Shaw Constant Nymph, The Kennedy 
Aren't We All Lonsdale Corn is Green, The Williams 
\rsenic and Old Lace Kesselring Cottage to Let ‘ Kerr 
\s You Like It Shakespeare Cuckoo in the Nest Travers 
\utumn Crocus Anthony 
Damaged Lives Davies 
Barretts of Wimpole Street, The Besier Dangerous Corner Priestley 
Behold We Live . Van Druten Dear Octopus Smith 
Bill of Divorcement, A Dane Dear Murderer Clowes 
Bitter Sweet Coward Design for Living Coward 
Black Limelight Sherry Dinner at Eight Kaufman and 
Blithe Spirit Coward Ferber 
Brief Encounter Coward Dirry Work . Travers 
(Still life) Dodsworth , Lewis 
Brighton Rock ‘ i Greene Dominant Sex, The Egan 
Britannia of Billingsgate Jope-Slade Dover Road, The . Milne 
Busman’'s Holiday Sayers(Busman’'s Dracula Stoker 
honeymoon) 
Caesar and Cleopatra ‘ Shaw Enchanted Cottage, The Pinero 
Case of the Frightened Lady, The Wallace Escape ‘ Galsworthy 


Juno 


Kiss 
Knig! 


Labur 


Ladie: 


Last o 
Late ( 
Laura 


Letter, 
Light | 
Libel 

Little | 
Locke 
Love 
Love « 
Lover’ 


Loyalti 


Major 
Man | 
Man in 
Man W 


Medals 
Michae 
Midsun 
Mikado 
Mischie 
Moon | 
Murder 
My Sist 


Ese 
Far 
Fir 
Fre 
Fric 
Gas 
Ger 
Gol 
Gre 
Gre 
Gre 
Hair 
Hav 
Hen 
Here 
Hou 
Hou: 
Idiot 
1 Kil 
I Liv 
Jeanr 
Jew | 
Jourr 
|_| 
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Title of Film 
Escape Me Never . : 


Farmer’s Wife, The 
First Mrs. Fraser, The 
French Without Tears 
Frieda . 


Gas Light 

George and Margaret 
Ghost Train, The . 
Golden Boy 

Good-Bye Mr. C chips 
Good Companions, The 
Green Goddess, The 
Green Pack, The 

Green Pastures 


Hairy The . 
Having ~ onderful Time 
Henry V ‘ 

Here Comes Mr. Jordan 


House of the Arrow 
Housemaster 


Idiot's Delight 
1 Killed the Count 
| Lived with You . 


Jeannie 

Jew S ‘ss 

Journey’s End. 
Juno and the Paycock 


Kiss and Tell 
Knight of the Garter 


Laburnam Grove 
Ladies in Retirement 


Last of Mrs. Cheyney, The 
Late Christ Bean, The 
Laura . 


Letter, The . 
Light of Heart, The 
Libel . 
Little Foxes, The . 
Locked Door, The 
Love from a Stranger 
Love on the Dole 
Lover’s Courageous 
Loyalties 


Major Barbara 
Man I Killed, The 


Man in Half Moon Street, The 
Man Who Came to Dinner, * 


Medals 
Michael and Mary 


Midsummer Night’ s Dream, \ 


Mikado, The 
Mischief 
Moon Is Down, The 


Murder on the Second Floor, The 


My Sister Eileen 
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Author of Play 


Kennedy 


Phillpotts 
Ervine 
Rattigan 
Millar 


Hamilton 
Savory 
Ridley 
Odets 
Hilton 
Priestley 
Archer 
Wallace 
Connelly 


O'Neill 

Kober 

Shakespeare 

Segall (Halfway 
to heaven) 

Mason 

Hay 


Sherwood 
Coppel 
Novello 


Stuart 
Feuchtwanger 
Sherriff 
O'Casey 


Herbert 
Hopwood and 
Collinson 


Priestley 

Percy and 
Denham 

Lonsdale 

Fauchois 

Caspary and 

Sklar 

Maugham 

Williams 

WwW (x 

Hellman 

Pollock 

Vosper 

Greenwood 

Lonsdale 

Galsworthy 


Shaw 

Rostand 

Lyndon 

Kaufman and 

Hart 

Barrie 

Milne 

Shakespeare 

Gilbert 

Travers 

Steinbeck 

Vosper 

Fields and 
Chodorov 


Title 
National Velvet 
Night Must Fall 


Of Mice and Men 
Old Acquaintance 
On Approval 
Our Betters 
Ourselves Alone 


Outward Bound 
Painted Veil, The . 


Parnell 


2! 


Author of Play 
Bagnold 
Williams 


Steinbeck 

MacCarthy 

Lonsdale 

Maugham 

Scott and 
Sturrock 


Maugham 
Schauffler 


Passing of the Third Floor Back, The Jerome 


Payment Deferred 
Perfect Alibi 

Peter Pan 
Petrified Forest, The 
Philadelphia Story 
Poison Pen 


Pink String and Sealing | Ww ax. 


Private Lives 
Pygmalion 


Quality Street 
Quiet Wedding 
Quiet Week End . 


Rain 


Rat, The 


Rebecca 

Ringer, The ‘ 
Romeo and Juliet . 
Rookery Nook 


Sabotage ‘ 
Sacred Flame, The 
Saloon Bar 

Scarlet Pimpernel, ‘I The 


Shop at Sly Corner, The 


Soldier for Christmas, A 
Squeaker, The 
Street Scene 


Ten Little Niggers 
Ten Minute Alibi . 
Thark . 

They Came by Night 
They Came to a City 
Things to Come 


This Happy Breed 
Thunder Rock ‘ 
Tonight is Ours. 
Tomorrow the World 


Two Mrs. Carrolls, The 
Unguarded Hour, The 
Vitoria Regina 
Wandering Jew, The 
Ware Case, The . 
Warn That Man 


Watch on the Rhine 
Waterloo Bridge 


Forester 
Sprigg 
Barrie 
Sherwood 
Barry 
Llewellyn 
Pertwee 
Coward 
Shaw 


Barrie 
McCracken 
McCracken 


Maugham 
Novello and 

Collier 
Du Maurier 
Wallace 
Shakespeare 
Travers 


Wilks 

Maugham 

Harvey 

Orzcy and 
Barstow 

Percy 

Beckwith 

Wallace 

Rice 


Christie 

Armstrong 

Travers 

Lyndon 

Priestley 

Wells (The 
Shape of ... ) 

Coward 

Ardrey 

Coward 

Gow and 

d’Usseau 
Vale 


Merivale 
Housman 


Thurston 
Bancroft 
Sylvaine 
Hellman 
Sherwood 


i 
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Title of Film Author of Play | Title of Film Author of Play 
What Every Woman Knows . Barrie Women Who Play ‘ : . Lonsdale(Spring 
What Price Glory . ‘ , . Anderson Cleaning) 
When We Are Married . ‘ . Priestley 
While Parents Sleep ‘ , . Kimmins Years Between, The ‘ - Du Maurier 
While the Sun Shines. . . Rattigan | Yellow Sands - Phillpotts 
White Cargo ‘ , . Gordon | You Can’t Take It With You - Kaufman and 
Women Aren't Angels . . Sylvaine Hart 
Women, The ‘ . Boothe Young Woodley Van Druten 


American Newspapers : A Contribution to the 
History of Printing 


By R. A. 
In October, 1911, Prof. MacDonald, then of Brown University, called attention to the urgent 
need of a bibliography of American newspapers. He claimed that for the study of American 
history, the registration of the partial or complete files existing in libraries and private 
collections was a very necessary work to be undertaken at the earliest possible moment. 
His remarks did not fall upon deaf ears and within two years Mr. Clarence S. Brigham had 
begun a task which he imagined would take him some five years and which, in faét, took him 
nearly thirty-five before the two magnificent volumes before us saw the light. The regis- 
tration of every single copy of every issue of every newspaper published during one hundred 
and thirty years in what is now the United States was no light task and during the years 
of compilation Mr. Brigham visited no less than four hundred cities and towns east of the 
Mississippi and travelled about ten thousand miles. He has colleéted particulars relating to 
2,120 different newspapers published between 1690 and 1820. Of these 194 exist by reference 
only, Mr. Brigham being unable to record a single copy of any issue. There are six libraries 
which specialize in early American newspapers and of these the American Antiquarian Society 


ranks first with 1,496 titles, as against the Library of Congress with 936, Harvard with 732, ( 
the New York Historical Society with 634, the New York Public Library with 480, and the 

Wisconsin Historical Society with 268. The pre-eminence of the colleétion in the Library of i 
the American Antiquarian Society is due to the fact that the founder of the Society was the I 


patriot printer of the Revolution, [saiah Thomas, who was also the historian of the printing 


art in America. f 

Mr. Brigham’s work is arranged primarily under States. Under each State the towns occur | 
alphabetically and under each town the newspapers in their alphabetical order. The entry € 
for each newspaper gives its history followed by the list of files or issues in the various libraries k 
and collections. The work is completed by a list of libraries and another of private owners. 4 
These are not indexes but simply give the full names and addresses of libraries and colleétors iF 
who are mentioned in the body of the work as holding files or numbers of newspapers. The s 
Indexes proper follow, first that of titles, recording all changes of name and referring to the b 
main entry and second that of printers with dates and titles of papers. 

From this description of Mr. Brigham’s monumental work it will be seen that most of n 
the information that a research student may need is to be found there. Any information th 
that can be supplied by material arranged on an alphabetical basis is at once available. But the ai 
historical student wants more than this and we cannot help thinking that if the material had tk 
been arranged in chronological order under each town, it would have saved the future student’s at 
time by telling him which newspapers were current in any particular year in each town. It ay 
may be emphasized, first that the alphabetical system has no historical value and secondly 
that a chronological index would not have occupied so much time in compilation or so much ol 
space in print as to render it impossible. ne 

The alphabetical system again leads to difficulties. For instance on page 835 the ‘‘ Carlisle ra 
Whig ” is in position as if the title was the ‘* Whig.” Apparently the place name although part R 
of the title of the newspaper is ignored in alphi abetization. This, of course, is correéted in the ex 
title index where every necessary cross reference is made. to 

One or two minor points occur to us in working with the volumes. If the town had been ch 


added to the state in the headlines of the recto pages, it would have added to the ease of tis 


~ 
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reference especially in the cases where no town appears in the text as on pp. 1008-1009, 
1026-1027, efc., and further in the lists of files we cannot help thinking that the year should 
have preceded the month instead of following it. By the use of double columns the lists of 
files might have been made much clearer. 

We note that in the list of libraries the British Museum is practically the only source 
quoted from this country. It seems to be exceedingly probable that the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford, the University Library, Cambridge and the Public Record Office would add important 
items to the lists of files and issues. 

The historical value of the registration of files and issues of early American newspapers 
was emphasized by Prof. MacDonald in 1911. May we point out the great value such a work 
as Mr. Brigham’s is to the historian of printing. Apart from the New England States and the 
few others adjoining where the printed book and pamphlet preceded the newspaper, in a 
considerable number of the other places where printing was established, the process was 
reversed and the newspaper was the first produét of the printing press. 


BriGuam (Clarence S.) History and Bibliography of American Newspapers, 1690-1820, 2 vols., American 
Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass., 1947, $15. 


Vancouver’s Public Library 


IF its past has not been all that has been desired the future of Vancouver Public Library is 
reasonably well assured. Ratepayers voted $1,150,000 for a new Central Library and three new 
branches in December, 1945. In March, 1946, they voted $400,000 as part of a fifty million 
dollar by-law to provide eight more branches within the next ten years. After a somewhat 
Cinderella existence for sixty years, Vancouver’s Public Library is slated to catch up with the 
amazing growth of the city in the next decade. 

Immediate plans call for expenditure of $1,000,000 on the new Central Library to replace 
the present antiquated building opened in 1903. These plans are being held up until the people 
of Vancouver make up their minds about a Civic Centre. 

Money for eight additional branch libraries was voted in the fifty million dollar by-law 
in March, 1947, and these will be built as quickly as the money is made available. These 
branches will serve the outlying residential areas of the city, children and adults alike. 

Coming now to the part played by our library in the industrial life and growth of this 
great metropolis, some credit can be taken in this respect. The library has always had as its 
primary purpose, the provision of those books not easily or readily available to its public 
elsewhere. This means that it purchased costly reference books and services when it might 
have gone on buying light fiction and other recreational reading. Today the library boasts 
43,000 volumes in its Reference Department. To serve its public no less than ten qualified 
librarians are engaged in reference work alone. This includes general reference, fine arts and 
science and industry. It is about the services in our Science and Industry division that the 
balance of this article will deal. 

The most popular and to many library users, the most valuable material is to be found in the 
magazines of which the Science and Industry division alone receives over 200, These cover 
the whole field of pure and applied science, technology, industry and business. All of these 
are bound and preserved for reference and are in constant use. The Science librarian reports 
that today one of the most popular seétions is in the field of carpentry, remodelling, painting 
and wood finishing. Curiously enough, these books and magazines have a way of dis- 
appearing never to return. 

Small business opportunities have been booming since the end of the war. Men coming 
out of the services want to set up shop for themselves or men engaged in war industry seeking 
new kinds of work, ask for material on small sawmills, service stations, auto camps, dude 
ranches, grocery stores, shoe repairs, bakeries, beauty shops, welding business and so on. 
Requests for books on the lumber industry are well in the lead of all others as might be 
expected in a country so rich in timber resources. Especially do enquirers want to know how 
to keep accounts, records and everything to do with the business aspeét of their particular 
choice. The library is proud of its large colleétion on accounting, salesmanship and adver- 
tising which nearly every trade and industry has to use at some time or other. 
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The period of reconversion has brought forth a huge number of requests for books 
on machinery. Unfortunately the war prevented publication of many books in this rapidly 
changing field. Trade catalogues which the library is trying to colleét, periodical articles and 
even advertisements form an important source of information. Engines, lathes, motors of 
all kinds, loading equipment, cars and trucks and of course boats, scows and accompanying 
equipment are all eagerly sought after. Fishing boats and equipment lead in this field as the 
Japanese have left the industry to green hands which has intensified a permanent need in a 
library near the source of an important industry. 

Clays and bricks, all phases of farming, especially the small specialized farm such as 
chickens, rabbits and other furbearing animals, small fruits, dairying, etc., etc., have taken ona 
new lease of life since the war. The service man and the war worker again are trying to leave 
the big city to get a few acres and independence. To many of them these are new and very 
green fields and failing aétual experience the printed word is the best help to be found. A 
day’s questions in our Science and Industry division reads like a quiz program or Information 
Please and represents pretty well a complete cross-seétion of the lives and doings of our people. 
No topic is too small and no subjeé is too great for the library to undertake and it is prepared 
to borrow from other libraries, such material as it does not possess, either in books, periodicals 
or in microfilm. 

A new microfilm reader is on order and most large libraries can film by this cheap process 
such parts of a book or magazine as might be needed for very little cost to the borrower. One 
of the local papers is now being purchased on microfilm which obviates the necessity of buying, 
binding, housing, and dusting bulky volumes. A room full of newspaper files 30 feet square 
can be replaced by a cabinet 3 feet square which will house the film of all our newspaper files. 

The Vancouver Public Library is looking anxiously to the day when its new million dollar 
building will serve adequately this large and growing city. With a staff at present of 140 and a 
book colleétion of 150,000 volumes, all that is needed is more space, a good central location, 
and enough money to service an institution which has been called the poor man’s university. 
But a library serves rich and poor alike, young and old, men and women, for twelve hours a 
day, six days in the week and is limited only by an old inadequate building which has more 
than served its time. 

Extraét from an article in the | ancomver Daily Province, May 20, 1947, by Mr. E. S. Robinson, City 
Librarian, Vancouver, B.C. 


Dr. Savage on Book Display' 

In his retirement Dr. Savage has already given us two works of quite distinctive charaéter. 
This is the third and a fourth is announced. All have been and, I am sure will be, welcome. 
for everything that he writes reflects a personality that is individual and usually creative. 
Writing now, freed from office, with the achievement of great work behind him, he can 
indulge in his original thinking and in recording the results of successful experience and also 
in his own whimsical activities and peccadiloes—and lose little by either indulgence. 

I would, however, rather regard this as a capital work on book-display, to be set beside 
Joseph L. Wheeler’s The Library and the Community, than as a work on classification. Its writing 
is lively, direct, telling ; the illustrations which accompany it are excellent and any librarian 
who uses the plans described, adapting them to his own needs and not imitating them, has a 
chance of doing excellent work for his readers. 

On classification one may demur. It would seem that between 1907 and 1910 Dr. Savage 
read E. Wyndham Hulme’s series of L.A.R. articles on the “ Principles of Classification ”— 
as I then did, too. He was so impressed with their practical commonsense that he seems to 
have refused to acknowledge any other mode of approach to classification. And, if it can be 
admitted that the classification of books has no relation to the classification of knowledge, 
then he has said that impossible thing, the last word. He says it in a most stimulating manner. 
He begins with Dewey, whose scheme “ being so thoroughly ill-contrived, was bound sooner 
or later to meet with general approval.” This playful reflection on the mentality of his con- 
temporaries may be passed with the comment that Dewey has faults—I pointed out some of 
them in my Canvas over thirty years ago—but it simply is not “ ill-contrived.” It is the 
absolute skill of the contrivance that has kept it alive in spite of acknowledged defects. Here 
is Dr. Savage’s recipe for perfect classifying :— 
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‘In a large or a special library the labour is not heavy. Imagine that our colleétion 
of ten thousand volumes is highly specific... First draft a trial scheme.” 

That, I suggest, gives away much that follows because the trial scheme must be based 
upon a mental order, what [ would call an order of knowledge, of some sort. But, to continue : 

“Then into each book put a slip bearing the first part of the mark. Next arrange 
the books in the order of the marking . . . Revise the tentative scheme. . . . Lastly 
class the books on the revise, trimming and shaping it as we proceed. This job done 
carefully, our classification may be regarded as approved, only minor adjustments being 
required from time to time.” 

Blessed is the librarian who has the chance, the time, the skill, to indulge in the luxury 
of the fascinating exercise prescribed! And, later, this perfect gem : 

** Accessions must be marked as isolated units, but when we are doubtful about our 
classing of any book take it to the place where it will stand on the shelves, and if it does 
not look at home among its companions, seek another heading. Trial co-ordination is 
a guide to fine co-ordination.” 

Who, exaétly, is to carry out the process recommended ? I know there are librarians 
who allege that a glance, or a touch, will tell them that a book is a good one, or otherwise, 
but the visual classing here described does not seem to me to be within the compass of anyone 
less expert than our writer himself. And what are we to think of this ? : 

“ The Librarian takes up his phone. ‘ Send Mr. Boffin in, please.’ 

{I do not ask for my own assistants in that way, but —]: 

Boffin enters. ‘Oh, Boffin, I want you to take over Lammle’s duties at the 
classing desk on Monday.’ Boffin hesitates. ‘ But, Mr. Wegg, I haven’t taken my 
classification exam. I think you must have overlooked that.” ‘Thank heaven for that,’ 
replies Wegg, ‘ there’s hope for you,’ ” etc. 

Possibly a lunatic librarian of the sort has existed but, fortunately, such creators of chaos 
must be few. - The conclusion to be drawn is that the study of schemes and methods makes 
hopeless muddlers. Digs at the Library Association examiners, which are many, reach per- 
fection in: ‘* The praétical art of grouping books, in fact, has been turned into a craft-mystery 
by jargoneers and by examiners who ferret out conundrums to cow neophytes.” Dr. Savage 
allows his stylistic facility to run away with him. 

His “ Praétice of classification ” deals at useful length with one of Jast’s rules, which he 
attributes to me: ‘* Class by subject, then by form, except in pure literature where form is paramount, 
and having settled to his own satisfa¢tion that the rule is ‘* incorreét, illogical and misleading,” 
gives an expanded rule which means exaétly (and at length) what was meant by the author 
of the condemned rule, which I assert has none of the three defeéts belaboured. 

When this interesting and perverse, but, as I have said, thoroughly stimulating account 
of a somewhat rusty view of classification is passed, the book takes on its real colour and 
purpose. Plans and programmes of display for lending librarians—Dr. Savage prefers 
‘“* Home Reading ” for lending—, reference libraries, and special libraries are all worked out 
most attractively. Then follows a chapter on Entrance, Corridor and External Window 
Displays, the illustrations to which are fine. A most valuable chapter, full of sound sense, 
deals with display in relation to book-stock and, in faét, the whole of the third part of the book 
turns upon the bringing of unseen stock to public notice. A final chapter deals with the 
materials to be used in practical display and is the one that will be most useful to the beginner, 
and not to him only. 

This is a preliminary sort of notice. The book is too serious in purpose and effeét for 
most of the reviews, including this one, that I have seen of it. It preaches dangerous doétrines 
to those unready to assess them ; it is not always fair although unfairness is not a fault usual 
in this author. For older readers it is a joy, an invitation and a tonic. It demonstrates that 
no system known is adequate to all circumstances ; that no order can please everyone ; that 
even an approximately perfeét scheme is never applied consistently in a number of libraries ; 
and that we shall never get perfect classing until we have perfeét classers. And that will be 
never. Some of us knew that rather a long time ago. 

Its author must have enjoyed his task, as much as Dryden must have done when he wrote 
MacFlecknoe. W.C.B.S. 


1SavaGcr, Ernest A., Manual of Book Classification and Display for Public Libraries, 240 pp., cr. 8vo, 1946, 
Allen and Unwin and The Library Association, 12s. 6d, 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


DeEAR KALLIKRATES, 
BEFORE AND AFTER 

Summer over irrevocably, here at the beginning of September we take stock again of 
ourselves with the winter in view. On the whole a good summer, I think, although the heat 
in July was rather painful to some librarians who use the warmer, brighter months to plan 
for the shorter ones ahead and found themselves in a Burma-like perspiration which seemed to 
exclude their best originalities. On the whole, however, a summer when we dreamed of 
out-door reading rooms in parks and playgrounds adjacent to the libraries, with assistants 
skilled to catch the opportunities of the moment, having charge of huge sunshade umbrellas 
with deck chairs and portable tables whereon were shown treasures new and old. In intervals 
especially when schools were out, on holidays, or part-holidays, ready with the story which 
could be followed up immediately with the book containing it and others like it. It comes 
so rarely in our fickle climate and even while I was dreaming of these things, not very 
originally, of course, reports of a thunderstorm which brought torrential rains and burst the 
surface drains around my prettiest library, came to convince me of the futility of trying to do 
much in this be-devilled, beloved and altogether English climate of ours. 

ELEMENTARY 

This letter should be a little more unconventional than usual, and the times are mis- 
cellaneous. Were I in political mood, which Providence be praised is seldom the case, I would 
ask you how the recent and present economic blitz is likely to affect us ; for it can’t be without 
quite marked effects. If we are to have the smallest possible purchases in the dollar market, 
does that not mean that the already meagre stream of American books will become the merest 
trickle ? Since building is to be more restriéted, timber imports to be reduced and so on, there 
will be no substantial new building, still less newsprint and I suppose less book-paper. This is 
a fantastic world. I am assured that economic law is as immutable as natural law. I refuse to 
believe anything of the sort. If any part of the world thinks it can prosper for any length of 
time at the expense of the rest of the world, it is thinking insanely. But we haven’t the brains 
in England, America or Russia, while seeing the sheer facts quite clearly, to take any simple 
universal action. The future will be interesting and will not be easy. 

Tue ‘ PROCEEDINGs ” 

To come back to earth. August brought me my copy of the Brighton conference pro- 
ceedings which I am glad is again in a separate volume. For once I am really pleased with 
this! It can be handed to any person likely to be interested as a really useful account of an 
earnest, produétive meeting. Glance at it once more, Kallikrates ; there is not a really bad 
paper, nor one uselessly discursive, in it. Perhaps it does show in the accounts of the dis- 
cussions that these were scarcely worth the time they took. Or, were they badly reported ? 
Only those who participated in speech are able to give an answer and that, I guess, would be 
that they were bad, as none of us is ever quite satisfied with someone else’s version of what 
we have said. (Study the reports of your own speeches in the local papers again!) I think 
these reports might well be omitted unless they can be given from shorthand notes and_ really 
represent the debates. You will have noticed that a Kent librarian is to propose at some 
conference soon that hereafter the L.A. print the papers ahead of the conference and the 
time in the meetings be restricted to discussion. ASLIB does this and, occasionally, its 
writers do confine themselves to pointing out the salient arguments they advance in them. 
More often they read again a paper which their hearers are presumed to have read. ASLIB 
members do not include, members of local authorities with laudable ambitions to be heard ; 
they are a disciplined professional group. That is one factor. Another is that the Library 
Association often has 900 members present, all potentially vocal, at a meeting. The paper 
reading at least prevents verbal chaos, I think. The experiment was tried once many years ago, 
I have forgotten at what conference, and might be tried againy“because the chairmen at 
Brighton seemed to have marked disciplinary powers, in which President Gordon was pre- 
eminent—"* and, in any case, ] am running this show ”—and could probably keep even a 
large crowd to the agenda. It would not be an easy task. I repeat that the volume should be 
read by every library student. 
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For September Publication 


RICHARD JEFFERIES 


Now available ** Richard Jefferies is at long last coming into his 
own. To the few he has always been a great and 
much loved writer: to the many he is only now 


|THE TREE WAS QUIET Looker of 
Jefferies’ writings has brought the best before 


by PARNELL BRADBURY a growing public.’'—The Field. 


THE LIFE OF THE FIELDS ‘ 


Parnell Bradbury has been known F 
With an introduction and notes by 


until now chiefly as a playwright. This SAMUEL J. LOOKER : 

book suggests that his true vocation is The Life of the Fields is the first of the reprints of 

books by Richard Jefferies which Lutterworth 

novel-writing. There is a freshness, a Press are issuing under the direction of Mr. i 

‘ | Looker, and which will ultimately form a 

vigour in his method that is especially | collector's edition. ; 

lacking just now.” | Woodcut illustrations by Agnes Miller Parker j 

| 10s. 6d. net 4 

-HAMILTON FYFE 4 

The Spring of the Year (Reprint) 10s. 6d. ; 


Cloth boards, 74 in. b in. >. acket. 


8s. 6d. ne 
Sales Dept.: 4—12 Halliwick Court Parade 
| Friern Barnet, London, N.12 
MADRAS 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS 


Works by 
S. R. RANGANATHAN 


Colon Classification. 21s. net. 

Classified Catalogue Code. 18s. net. 

Reference Service and Bibliography. Vol. |. 15s. net. 

Reference Service and Bibliography. Vol. Il. 25s. net. 

School and College Libraries. 15s. net. 

Library Classification. Fundamentals and Procedure. 
18s. net. 

Dictionary Catalogue Code. 1/8s. net. 

Prolegomena to Library Classification. |5s. net. 

Theory of Library Catalogue. 15s. net. 


THE F. W. FAXON CO. PUBLICATIONS 


Index to Profile Sketches in New Yorker Magazine. 
By Thomas S. Shaw. 10s. net. 

Index to Full Length Plays. 1926 to 1944. By Ruth 
Gibbons Thomson. 20s. net. 

An Index to Indexes. A Subject Bibliography of 
Published Indexes. By Norma Olin Ireland. 
8s. 9d. net. 

Index to Handicrafts, Model Making, and Workshop 
Projects Supplement. By Eleanor Cook Lovell 
and Ruth Mason Hall. 30s. net. 

An Index to One Act Plays. Second Supplement 
1932-1940. By Hannah Logasa and Winifred Ver 
Nooy. 30s. net. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 
51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.! 
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There is a probability, I hear, of a London 
Try-our oF THE MopuLous SystEM 


of internal architecture, really stack-design, in libraries, which formed the useful substance 
of Mr. Lamb’s paper, in the new Music Library for London which I am told will be available 
next year. This, with the generous aid of a private citizen, is to come into being in Charing 
Cross Road, the haunt of all book hunters. It is to occupy an ordinary, tall business building, 
but inside will be built on the Snead principle, in a series of floors from 8 to 10 feet apart. 
It will not be possible to have continuous windows running, as in some American stacks, from 
floor to roof, because the facade of the building cannot be changed—always a bugbear in 
adapted buildings, which are rarely suitable for libraries, but this system is adaptable—and 
it will have modern fluorescent lighting throughout. It will be interesting to study how the 
problem of ‘* bins ” for sheet music, short shelves for bound scores, and the filing of multi- 
copies of part songs, as well as the several individual parts of orchestral and other ensembles, 
will be solved. We all know Savage’s fine paper on this in his Special Librarianship. 1 am 
keenly interested in the whole scheme, because we have long needed a central loan collection of 
music for England (and the adjacent states of Scotland, Wales and Ireland). Is this library, 
I wonder, to be the N.C.L. of Music ? It is to be part of the Westminster Public Libraries 
and will be brought into being and guided by Lionel McColvin ; and who knows more about 
music than he? He used to write reviews and critiques of concerts when he was seventeen. 
And it was he who had a vision of a pianoforte which would do everything, including (or 
was it excluding) cleaning the knives, while you played it. Who, too, knows more about 
libraries and their users ? 

By the way, there are new editions revised and most acceptable of McColvin’s How to Use 
Books and How to Find Out, published by the National Book League. 

They are meant for the public, not for librarians, but there is no better introduction for 
the junior assistant than these two books give. Especially in its treatment of obvious, but not 
always known, reference books will How to Find Out lead Students for the Entrance Examination 
into the right path which may then be continued in his, and his brother’s Library Stock and 
Assistance to Readers. 

In the last few days I have noticed some of my best youngsters moving about their tasks 

IN Grave PREOCCUPATION 

and this, I find, is because they are deeply concerned to learn what luck early September will 
bring them. I am still a sharer in their anxiety although my own Library Association examina- 
tion results were announced a generation ago. Personally I did not find examinations un- 
pleasant and, never having failed in one, cannot fully realize the deep disappointment that a 
failure may bring, especially to a student who has put his back into his studies. These tests 
are such chance things. A whole year’s grind, and then, in three hours or so, a headache, a 
failure of memory, a question that seems outside the narrow syllabus, may send us back to the 
treadmill. ‘‘ When my exams. were passed,” a student remarked to me, “IT felt like 
one who has come out of a long, long, black tunnel which he has had to go through on foot.” 
Yes, there is, when one has passed, that compensating sensation. But in the meanwhile —. 
If, however, I don’t like exams., what is the alternative ? 

One of the courtesies required of any of us who “ rush into print” is to know our own 
background, and it is the duty of men in a profession to know its history. A strange demand, 
Kallikrates ? Mere commonsense. So many assertions show 

A Lack oF BACKGROUND 
or very little evidence of its existence. For some years a bright young writer has been 
admonishing his fellows in many ways and now seems to have a dominating voice in one of 
the library journals. I am glad, because | have quite a liking for his work although I am 
by no means sure that his propensity for laying down the law has yet been justified. Were 
I sensitive I should say that it is not polite to write : ‘“‘ How many librarians, in their rare self- 
examinations, are willing to pass judgment on themselves or their service; or how many 
of those who do will execute any necessary sentence of correction ?” The implications of the 


question are untrue ; good librarians (does he mean they are rare ?) are always reviewing their 
work, trying this and that and scrapping failures and trying again. The writer is calling our 
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attention to the faét that we must adapt ourselves to the claims of Adult Education because 
we cannot escape being adult educators unless ‘‘ we are to become atrophied.” This is no 
discovery as he knows, if he knows his history. Public librarians discovered and fostered 
adult education before the professional ‘* teaching educationist” knew of its existence ; at 
least a half century before. The Education A& merely annexes a field, or part of it, of which 
we were the unenvied possessors. University extension, the W.E.A., the now lamented 
National Home Reading Union, the B.B.C. Listening Groups, the ‘‘ own” lecture activities 
of individual libraries—one system ran 460 events in a single winter !—all these drew their 
main encouragement from librarians, and, if the Library Association had possessed the 
political and financial power it deserved and had not been engaged in a literally life and death 
for mere existence, it would have prevented by anticipation the motley crowd of leagues and 
societies which deal with books and reading. It did not possess that power. Nevertheless the 
initiative, from which our writer unconsciously draws his very being, came from pioneers 
like Peter Cowell, J. D. Mullins, C. W. Sutton, Francis Barrett, Potter Briscoe, Stanley Jast 
and Henry D. Roberts; and, when he babbles of “ self-examination,” we can ask him first 
to make himself the subject of it. It would be worth while, for his general views and his 
nimble pen are most promising. 
Vale ! 
CALLIMACHUS. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LetrERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—FEditor, Tue Lrprary Worvp. 


Recent Library of Congress Activities 


‘Under a grant from the General Education Board the Committee on Negro Studies 
of the American Council of Learned Societies has sponsored a project for locating and micro- 
filming files of American Negro newspapers from the earliest date down to 1900.” The 
Library of Congress is helping to get the files ready for the microfilm cameras and doing 
the actual photographing of 250 Negro newspapers established in the United States during 
the 19th century. A total of 120,000 pages is expected. 


Miss Helen Nicolay, the daughter of President Lincoln’s confidential secretary and 
biographer, has presented her father’s personal and public papers to the Nation. Miss Nicolay 
who is the author of more than 20 books including several well-known works on Abraham 
Lincoln has presented some of her own more personal papers together with her father’s 
collection. The largest bulk of the Nicolay papers consists of letters, clippings, notes, records, 
etc. 

An interesting note tells how the Chief Page boy in the House of Representatives whose 
life-long ambition has been to open the pages of President Lincoln’s papers preserved in the 
collection of Robert Todd. The colleétion was formally opened on July 26, 1947, and the 
Chief Page boy’s ambition has been realized. The colleétion consists of about 20,000 
documents. 


The retirement is announced of Miss Hazel Bartlett, Principal Cataloguer and Deputy 
Chief of the Descriptive Cataloguing Division. She entered the service of the Library in 1911. 

An exhibit of 80 rare and important books which Mr. Lessing J. Rosenwald has recently 
presented to the Library has been opened to the public. These 80 volumes, the majority 
of which have been acquired during the past year, are additions to the great colleétion which 
Mr. Rosenwald presented to the Library in 1943, and which related particularly to the history 
of book illustration, with especial emphasis on the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and to 
the monumental achievements of early printing. 


Particularly striking amongst several early German illustrated books are handsome 
coloured woodcuts used as frontispieces to two editions of the 
Messe ” of 1484, which textually explains the meaning of the Mass. 


Auslegung der Heiligen 


4 
4 
4 
; 
3 
‘ 
a 
he 


30 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Obituary 


We much regret to learn that Mr. Laurence 
Benjamin Beswick, a member of the Reference 
Library Staff of the Central Library, Man- 
chester, was killed whilst attempting the 
Munich climb on Tryfan, North Wales. 
The tragic incident is more to be regretted 
since he held the reputation of being a sound 
and reliable climber. The funeral took place 
on August 7th, the Manchester staff being 
represented by the City Librarian, Mr. Charles 
Nowell. 

A veteran in public library work has passed 
on in his 79th year in the person of Mr. 
Ernest Axon, F.S.A., F.L.A. He was Deputy 
Chief Librarian of the Manchester Public 
Libraries. Mr. Axon entered the library 
service in Manchester in 1881 and retired 
st years later in 1932 having spent the whole 
of his working life in the service of the 
Manchester Public Libraries. He had an 
extensive knowledge of local history and 
topography and was an expert genealogist. 
With his other aétivities he found time to 
take an interest in the Lancashire and Cheshire 
\ntiquarian Society, the Chetham Society, 
etc. He wrote some half-dozen books mostly 
on Genealogy and local Nonconformity. 
Mr. Axon was well-liked by the Manchester 
Staff and was an approachable and helpful 
man. He was the second of the line of Axons 
that had been employed by the Manchester 
Libraries Committee during the past 80 years. 


Personal News 


Mr. James A. Burnett, F.L.A., Deputy 
Director, Public Libraries, Museum and Art 
Gallery, Sunderland, has been appointed 
Deputy Librarian of Batgersea. 

Miss Audrey B. Syrett, A.L.A., Junior 
Assistant, Public Libraries, Sunderland, has 
been appointed Senior Assistant, Exchange 
Department, Surrey County Library Head- 
quarters. 

Miss Rhoda M. MclIvor, M.A., F.L.A., has 
been appointed librarian of Hawick Public 


Library, in succession to the late Mr. W. F. 
Cuthbertson. 
Mr. D. A. Wickham, F.L.A., Branch 


Librarian, Barking Public Libraries, to be 
Deputy Borough Librarian. 

The following appointments and promotions 
have recently been made at the Westminster 
Public Libraries :— 


W. R. Maidment, F.L.A. (Enfield P.L.), as 
Chief Cataloguer, Grade IV. 

K. A. Mallaber, F.L.A. (Birmingham P.L.), 
as Assistant Reference Librarian, Grade IV. 

C. D. Green, A.L.A. (Westminster), as 
Assistant Branch Librarian, Grade IV. 

Miss E. Allason, A.L.A. (Student, London 
School of Librarianship), Assistant Librarian, 
Grade IT-IIT. 

P. M. de Paris, A.L.A. (Kent County 
Libraries), Assistant Librarian, Grade II-III. 

Miss O. T. Smith, A.L.A. (Beckenham 
P.L.), Library Assistant, Grade I. 

Miss P. Goff, A.L.A. (Westminster), Library 
Assistant, Grade 1. 

D. Harding (Westminster), Library Assistant, 
Grade I. 

Mr. Arthur Edward Mimmack, Assistant, 
Gainsborough Public Library, to be Distrié 
Librarian, Barton and Brigg, Lindsey and 
Holland County Library. 

Mr. W. G. Bosworth, Chief Librarian, 
Altrincham, and also Manager of the Stamford 
Hall, has resigned to take up the appointment 
of Entertainments and Publicity Manager, 
Fleetwood Corporation. 


Topicalities 
Edited by 

CHESTERFIELD has opened an exhibition 
of ‘* Derbyshire in Pictures,” with a catalogue of 
the exhibits, some of which are on loan from 
the Chesterfield Art Club ; the Derby Museum 
and Art Gallery; the Chesterfield Photo- 
graphic Society and from private owners ; 
there is a note on the Pinxton Pottery; The 
Library Record from GATESHEAD contains 
the usual features and includes lists of juvenile 
non-fidion and books for intermediate 
borrowers between the ages of 14 and 17; 
We welcome The Halifax Reader, No. 1, 
July, 1947, with a Foreword by the Chairman 
of the Libraries Committee, who writes, 
“I am pleased to have this opportunity of 
making contact with our readers. The 
‘Reader’ is intended to take the place of the 
old ‘ Readers’ Guide,’ but to be a more 
ambitious publication . It is our desire 
that the ‘‘ Reader’’ shall be a link between 
the librarian and the library user; the com- 


mittee and the public”; ISLINGTON, in 
its Bulletin, has a note on books urgently 
needed and *‘ any surplus books which readers 
may have will be willingly collected either for 
use in the Libraries or for salvage,” ‘‘ Junior 
News ” gives lists of books for “* under tens 


” 


| 

| | 

| 

| 

a 

I 

| ti 

r 

a’ 

h 

T 

0 

is 

fe 

d 

h 

al 

h 

h 

N 

P 

B 

ti 

“ 

| \ 

St 

it 

sk 

at 

tk 

bi 

m 

ve 

he 

co 

di 

th 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 31 


and for older readers ; LINCOLN has issued a 
“Plan for the Plough: a Seleétive Modern 
Bibliography of Agriculture,” with a foreword 
by Sir Archibald Weigall, President of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England. He 
writes, “It is appropriate that Lincoln, the 
capital city of a notable agricultural county, 
possesses a library with a strong bias towards 
agricultural subjects”; Number 13 of 
LUTON’S “ Technical Bulletin,” with anno- 
tations to most of the books listed, has been 
received, it is in typescript. Lists of books on 
atomic energy and painting and decorating 
have come from NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
TYNE. ST. PANCRAS has published No. 2 
of its ‘* Journal.” Mr. Sinclair, the librarian, 
is writing a series of articles concerning famous 
folk in the story of the borough, this number 
deals with Charles Dickens, ‘‘ The Immortal 
of Doughty St.,” with illustrations of Dickens’s 
houses in Johnson Street, Camden Town, 
and in Doughty Street. Juvenile readers 
have been invited to send any ideas they may 
have as contributions to their column; Mr. 
Marcus has written a note on “ The Prague 
Puppet Theatre in St. Pancras”; SCAR- 
BOROUGH has issued a pamphlet entitled, 
“Home and Hotel,” this is a list of useful 
books on homecraft, cookery, catering, hotel 
management, etc., with two amusing illustra- 
tions ; STOCKPORT has two lists of books 
on summer sports and pastimes and other 
“out of doors” activities; an editorial on 
“Rationing Books” is given in the SWINTON 
AND PENDLEBURY Bulletin, which states 
that although “ Paper is undoubtedly in short 
supply, there seems to be no shortage when 
it comes to the production of Government 
publications”; the quarterly bulletin from 
WHITEHAVEN has a note: “ Readers could 
show their appreciation of the work libraries 
are doing by handing in books with which they 
themselves are finished. To donate a single 
book may not seem a particularly generous 
gesture, but when it is realised that the receipt 
of one book per day over a three year period 
means an accretion of over one thousand 
volumes the gesture assumes worth while 
proportions.” The Bulletin contains an article 
on Graham Sutton, the novelist with a 
portrait. Classes in librarianship are to be 
held at the West Ham Municipal College, 
commencing Wednesday, September 17th, 
1947. Enrolment will take place on this 
date and the first lessons will also be given 
then. Details may be had from the Central 
Library, Water Lane, Stratford, London, E.15. 

[t is very seldom, if ever, a bequest is made 


to a Library staff from a reader. It is good 
news to learn that a Halifax reader has made 
a bequest of {100 in equal shares to the staff 
of the Central Library and Museum “ in 
appreciation of services and many kindnesses.” 
Islington once received a gift of ten shillings 
from an appreciative reader but the money 
was added to the revenue. Each assistant, 
if the money had been divided, would have 
received three or four pence. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C, SAUTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


Coutspon and Puriey Public Libraries.— 
11th Annual Report, 1946-1947. Chief 
Librarian, YT. E. Callender. Population 
63,303. Total Stock, 59,123. Additions, 
6,992. Withdrawals, 9,243. Total Issues, 
625,179. Borrowers, 12,809. Branches, 4. 

Judged by the number of books circulated, the 
year here reviewed was a most successful one whose 
performance was exceeded only by the peak years 
of 1942 and 1943. Total issues numbered 30,366 more 
than in the previous year. The Stock of the Libraries 
is much lower than for some time past owing to the 
large number of withdrawals, almost half of which 
were books unaccounted for at stocktaking. No 
check-up of Stock has been made since before the war, 
and a check made during the past year revealed the 
loss of many praétical handbooks and Standard text- 
books, together with a large number of fiétion and 
juvenile books. Re-organisation and reStoration of 
pre-war facilities have been a feature of the year’s 
work. Half-day and lunch-hour closing has been 
discontinued, and all libraries except the Kenley Branch 
are now open six whole days per week. The Reference 
Library has been vacated by the Ministry of Food and 
the room restored to its rightful purpose. 

Darrrorp Public Library and Museum.— 
31st Annual Report, 1946-1947. Borough 
Librarian, Stanley Atkin, A.L.A. Popula- 
tion (est.), 36,060. Rate, 3.91d. Total 
Stock, 42,529. Additions, 3,795. With- 
drawals, 3,273. Total Issues, 336,233. 
Borrower’s Tickets in use 13,911. 

This is a report of much progress, good work, and 
the restoration and extension of many pre-war 
attivities. The total number of books issued last year 
represents an increase over the circulation during each 
of the previous two years. With the loss of war-time 
issues to Civil Defence and other units, the total 
number of books circulated in the year under review 
is a record for direét service over the Library counter. 
An increase of 6,854 in the use made of non-fiétional 
works more than compensates for a slight drop in the 
issue of fition. A net increase of 5,202 was recorded. 
The Stock of the Reference Library has been improved 
and an increased number of enquiries were dealt with 
there during the past year. Various forms of extension 
work were undertaken on a much wider scale than 
hitherto ; these include exhibitions, book displays and 
visits of classes of schoolchildren to the Library. 
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Classes from the schools of other towns were also 
brought for instruétion in the Museum. 


GRAVESEND Public Libraries.—Annual 
Report, 1946-1947. Borough Librarian, H. V. 
Bonny, F.L.A. Population (eSt.), 41,229. 
Total Stock 42,500. Additions, 5,692. 
Withdrawals, 3,674. ‘Total Issues, 248,417. 
Branches, 3. 

It will be difficult to think of Gravesend without 
at once thinking of Alex. J. Philip, for Mr. Philip's 
name has been synonymous with Gravesend for more 
than forty vears. After a Strenuous life in the service 
of the Libraries, Mr. Philip went into well-earned, and 
honourable retirement at the end of last vear. A 
vlance at the above report shows that the library service 
had another very successful year, and finished with an 
increase in book circulation amounting to over 8,000. 
This is due in very large measure to the success of two 
of the branch libraries which were transferred to 
larger premises last summer. The work recorded at 
these libraries is an indication of the demands which 
will be made when permanent and larger buildings 
are available. The use made of the Reference Library 


is Steadily increasing as, although no record is kept of 


the number of consultations made there, the resources 
available are in constant demand. The Museum 
colle&tion is at present housed at three separate places, 
and the need for bringing it together under one roof, 
pe wssibly in an extended Central Libraty, is urgent. 


WESTMINSTER Public 
rt, 1946-1947. 


Libraries.— Annual 

Librarian, Lionel R. 
McColvin, F.L.A. Total Stock, 277,345. 
Additions, 21,130. Withdrawals, 6,595. 
Total Issues, 1,621,179. Borrower’s Tickets 
in use, 111,249. Branches, 3. 

The year being reviewed has at last brought con- 
crete solutions of the pressing problems which were 
emphasised in last year’s report. Among these were 
the question of providing a genuine Central Reference 
Library, and finding more suitable accommodation 
for the St. Martin's Street Lending Library. Premises 
have been acquired in Charing Cross Road for a 
lending library, and so free the entire building in 
St. Martin’s Street for reference library purposes. 
In January last a new children’s library was opened 
in the Abbey Distriét and has more than justified the 
experiment. Book circulation during the past vear 
amounted to 68,642 above the figures for the previous 
year. All sections of the libraries were put to greater 
use, with music, and books in foreign languayves show 
ing notably increased issues. One Striking feature of 
the post-war period is that, whereas before 1939 
issues declined considerably during the summer months, 
they now remain at much the same level throughout 
the year. The Drury Lane Children’s Library, opened 
last vear, continues to do good work, but efforts to 
obtain accommodation for junior libraries in other 
distriéts have so far been unsuccessful. Considerable 
progress has been made in building up a worthy local 
history department at the Buckingham Palace Road 
Library. An experienced Archivist-Librarian has been 
appointed to take charuc of this important section 
of the service. The permanent Staff have lost seven 
of its members, who, during the past year, secured 
more responsible appointments with other library 
authorities. 
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Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
BusHNELL (George Herbert) From Papyrus 
to Print: A Bibliographical Miscellany. 
Grafton. 15s. od. net. 

This is attraétive. The Librarian of St. Andrews 
University, who thirty vears ago edited a_ trench 
magazine on the WeStern Front, has from even earlier 
years turned over many books old and new and has 
vathered, to quote a title from Basil Anderton much 
“fragrance from old volumes.” Its title suggests 
that, but in detail it is a series of companionable brief 
essays ranging over the centuries in subjeét—the 
\lexandrian Library, Diane de Poitiers, early shorthand, 
Scottish bookbinding, Lavengro in Edinburgh, R.L.S., 
\ndrew Lang and such little known but interesting 
things as Burns in England—Mr. Bushnell, an English- 
man, aétually dared to propose “ the Immortal Memory” 
on Burns Nicht, and in Scotland—the husband of 
L.E.L., and many other matters. A book to take down 
again and again, and not a bad bedside book. 


(E. J.) Library Administration. 
Grafton. 12s. 6d. net. 

Here are eleven chapters of sound praétical advice, 
for beginners mainly, written in sprightly fashion by the 
author of County Libraries. Miss Carnell’s experience 
lies mainly in the small, active public library and she 
has the faculty of passing on a right approach to daily 
routine and processes while always keeping the social 
and cultural purposes they serve in the foreground. 
We can imagine few books with which to begin that 
are more serviceable. At present when the larger 
textbooks are out of print or otherwise unobtainable, 
it will serve well and its reader will, when they appear 
again, have at least little, if anything, to unlearn. 
Mr. Raymond Irwin contributes a pleasant introduétion. 
Fussett (G. E.) The Old English Farming 

Books from Fitzherbert to Tull, 1523 to 
1730. Illus. Crosby Lockwood. 12s. 6d. 

\n interesting and readable bibliography. All 
the books issued during the Tudor and Stuart periods 
are described and their connection with other English 
works of the preceding period and to some extent 
with the Continental publications, elucidated. From 
Fitzherbert’s famous work, the “ Boke of Husbandry,” 
published in 1523, to Jethro Tull’s “ Horse Hoeing 
Husbandry,” in 1731, through the numerous works and 
editions of Gervase Markham and later the books of 
Worlidge and Houghton, the story of English agricul- 
tural writing is told as we have said in a perfeétly 
readable manner. An excellent book both for the 
Reference and Lending Libraries. 


(M.) Book Colleéting. 
Guide. C.U.P. 1s. 

What we might expec from Mr. Sadleir: a clear 
and concise note on how to decide what to colle& and 
when decided how to colleét. The colleétor cannot go 
very far wrong if he lays the advice to heart. It would 
be interesting to know why the title of the pamphlet 
has been reversed on the wrapper to read: “A 
Reader’s Guide Book Colleéting " instead of “ Boo 
Colleéting. A Reader's Guide.” 
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Scort (J. E.) A Bibliography of the Works of 
Sir H. Rider Haggard, 1856-1925. Illus. 
E. Mathews. {2 2s. od. net. 

The nine divisions of this bibliography include the 
first editions (English and American) of the books and 
lists of all his other work (articles in periodicals, letters 
to The Times, reports of his speeches, efc., efe.) making 
a total of 732 actual items, the American first editions 
being given “a” numbers. The descriptions of the 
first editions are very clear and include notes on the 
MSS. of the Stories. “‘ A note concerning the lare 
Mr. Allan Quatermain ”’ is prefixed to the book and 
makes interesting reading. 

GENERAL 

ALLEN (Walter) The Black Country. Illus. 
Paul Elek. 9s. 6d. net. 

This is one of the “ Vision of England ”’ series 
and contains drawings and water colours by Malvina 
Cheek. The photographs are good and the book 
is nicely produced. To define the Black Country is not 
easy, some think it is synonymous with the industrial 
Midlands and includes the Potteries, the Shropshire 
iron towns, the Nottingham and Derbyshire coalfields, 
etc. However, the Encyclopaedia Britannica states “* the 
name is applied to a distriét of the English Midlands 
including South Staffordshire with parts of WorceSter- 
shire and Warwickshire.’’ The book contains a map 
“based upon Ordnance Survey Maps”:  scale=3 
miles to an inch. 

BoyLaNn (Eugene) The Mystical Body and the 
Spiritual Life. Cork, Mercier Press. 5s. net. 

In this work Father Boylan brings the experience 
of the Cistercian monk on the subjeét of the foundation 
of the spiritual life. The book exhibits much theo- 
logical learning and gives references and notes to each 
subjeét and a bibliography. 


CLosson (Ernest) History of the Piano. Trans- 
lated by Delano Ames. Illus. Paul Elek. 


12s. 6d. net. 

The author is Conservateur honoraire du Musée du 
Conservatoire Royal de Bruxelles and has written a well 
informed and interesting history of the piano. Music 
lovers and pianists everywhere will find it fascinating 
and stimulating. The book falls into three parts: the 
clavichord ; the spinet and harpsichord; the piano. 
The author writes: “‘ The immense importance to 
music of the instrument on which the music is played 
has not always been sufficiently Stressed."" Most of the 
domestic music of the country is supplied by the piano 
and the Study of this book with its beautiful illustrations, 
bibliography, and index will well repay its reader. 
Couuins (A. S$.) Treasury of Modern Poetry. 

University Tutorial Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ll the poems printed here are copyright and the 
selections begin at Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) and 
go on to Sidney Keyes (1922-1943). It contains 
selections from Hardy, Hopkins, Bridges, Meynell, 
Watson, Housman, Kipling and others. Mr. Collins, 
who is lecturer in English at University College, 
Leicester, has written a scholarly introduétion. There 
is a brief biographical notice given for each author. 
Danvers (A. Clifton) The Small Man’s Guide 

to Profitable Investing. Southern Editorial 
Syndicate, Ltd. 4s. 6d. net. 


The author, in his Preface, states ““ More people 
lose money than make money on the Stock Exchange,” 
and then proceeds to give the would-be investor 
excellent advice to avoid the pitfalls in investing. 
The reason why so many investors lose money is just 
because they do not take the trouble to study the 
matter. This book gives the necessary information. 
The London Stock Exchange ; jobbers and brokers ; 
dealing ; the riddle of the balance sheet; different 
classes of securities; the investor and the speculator, 
etc., are dealt with. There are humorous sketches by 
L. B, Martin and a small bibliography and an index. 


FisHer (Douglas) Wooden Stars. Illus., 
some in colour. London and New York, 


Boardman. os. 6d. net. 

The puppet is nearly as old as man. His Stage 
has been world-wide and he has danced down the years 
in every conceivable place—church, palace, tavern, on 
the Street, etc. He has amused courtier and clown, 
made the supercilious smile and made the country 
yokel open his mouth in wonder and amusement. 
Due praise for their work in puppetry is given to 
Muriel and Waldo Lanchester. The photographs in 
the book showing the making of the puppets and the 
finished article are excellent. All the photographs were 
taken at the Marionette Theatre. 


James (Father) As in a Mirror. Illus. Cork, 


Mercier Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author is Professor of Philosophy, University 
Co lege, Cork, and has written many books. T 
present book is something in the nature of a sequel to 
his The Music of Life. There is an interesting chapter 
on the “ Power of Suggestion ” ; others deal with the 
“ Enigma of Life” ; the “ Image of God”; “ Reason 
and Faith”; the “ Mystery of Refleétion,”’ etc. 


“ Juttan.”” Common or Garden. Illus. by 
Sir Francis Rose. Miles. 8s. 6d. net. 

_ Little articles on nature reprinted from the 
Catholic Herald containing notes on the seasons and the 
animals and plants to be seen then. 

La Farce (Henry, Ed.) Lost Treasures of 
Europe. Illus. Batsford. £1 10s. od. 

The examination of photographs in this volume 
makes one sad for quite apart from the tremendous loss of 
life in World War No. 2, we have in this volume a 
colleétion of 427 photographs comprising a survey of the 
cultural monuments in Europe either destroyed +! 
tially destroyed. Cathedrals, churches, palaces, bridges 
and other buildings are shown making a permanent 
record of deStruétion in ten countries and many cities. 
These splendid photographs have been colleéted from 
many quarters, often with great difficulty, and each 
has a brief descriptive commentary given to each plate. 


Leccetr (William F.) The Story of Wool. 
Brooklyn, N.Y., Chemical Publishing. 


$5.00. 

The manufaéture of wool was originally a house- 
hold art but now it is one of the most important in- 
duSstries in the world. Unfortunately, at the moment 
the British housewife is suffering from a scarcity of 
wool and especially wool for darning. The author ts an 
expert on the subjeét and is the Associate Technical 
Editor of the Rayon Textile Monthly. He has evidently 
spent much time on it and the chapters deal with sheep 
and their ancestors ; the alteration of fleece ; wool and 
its allies ; wool in the East and Europe, etc. It contains 
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a bibliography but no publishers or dates are given. 

There is no index. 

MorGan (G. Campbell) The Life of the 
Christian. Pickering and Inglis. 4s. 6d. net. 

Dr. Campbell Morgan in his latest book gives 
an exposition in his usual lucid style of the nature of 
the Christian life, its sustenance, expression, testing, 
value and consciousness. The Scripture quotations 
are from the American Standard Version. 

Newron (Joseph Fort) River of Years: An 
\utobiography. Portrait. New York and 
London, Lippincott. 18s. od. net. 

\ background is an essential part of every human 
being and the author of this biography begins with 
his own. To do so he endeavours to overcome “ an 
inveterate shyness "’ in respect to his inner life which 
he confessed is “ Still a handicap.” But as the reader 
forges deeper and more decply into this absorbing 
narrative otf a great man’s work in America and England, 
he loses all sense of effort and appreciates only the 
ordered sequence of a great personality. To English 
readers perhaps the most interesting section deals with 
Dr. Newton’s work at The City Temple where he 
was Reétor from 1916 to t919. The work there was 
strenuous. “‘ One year was equal to five years any- 
where else," he writes, and here he felt the need of a 
woman of vision who could interpret the new life 
of woman, its spiritual vision no less than its obligation. 
This is where Miss Maude Royden comes into the 
piéture. The work is broken up into many small 
sections, many of them personal, many written from 
a broader vision, all of them relevant to the Story 
of his life. A short bibliography of his works is added 
and the index is adequate 
Perkins (Frances) The Roosevelt I Knew. 

Hammond, Hammond and Co.,Ltd. 
18s. od. net. 

Miss Perkins, who was U.S. Secretary of Labour 
from 1933-1945, first met Roosevelt in 1g1t0 and has 
watched his career for thirty-five vears. She became 
an intimate family friend and for seventeen years was 
Roosevelt's close political associate. She has drawn 
a real portrait-Study of the man, admits that he was 
not a simple man but the “ most complicated human 
being | ever knew.”’ He was vain about his skill in 
fishing, his seamanship in small boats and his delight 
in teasing Churchill and in making Stalin laugh. He 
loved the people and they loved him. Chapters deal 
with his tamily life, the New Deal, the war vears and 
last months. When commenting on the success of the 
Normandy landings, helped by sinking old ships 
filled with concrete, he said without that device the 
landing would have been almost impossible. “* You 
know, that was Churchill's idea. Just one of those 
brilliant ideas that he has rhe naval and military 
authorities were Started out of a vear’s growth. But 
Winnie is right. Great fellow that Churchill if you 
can keep up with him \ most interesting book 
illustrated with four photographs. 


PostLerHwatre (J. R. P.) Look Back. 
London and New York, Boardman. 9s. 6d. 
net. 

Mr. Postlethwaite was born in China but was 
brought to England at an early age. He was educated 
at Haileybury College where he remained for tive vears 
and has many Stories to tell of his school-days there. 


“T have a vivid recolleétion of a day when the 
Siege of Mafeking had been raised . . . Amongst us 
boys there was considerable jubilation and .. . a 


message was sent asking that we might be granted a 
half-day.” The Headmaster refused so as a protest three 
hundred of the boys marched out of the lodge gates 
at 3 p.m., and paraded the streets of the neighbouring 
towns, returning in the evening. The Headmaster’s 
method of dealing with the situation was effective. 
Every boy received twelve Strokes of the cane and 
the Headmaster’s wrists were very powerful! Mr, 
Postlethwaite has led an aéttive lite, was Provincial 
Commissioner of Buganda ; one of the early organisers 
of the Ministry of Food in the U.K.; was for some 
time Secretary to the African Society and has found 
time to write a novel of adventure, 4 Broken Tooth. 
The book contains reminiscences of Lord Kitchener. 
RicHarps (Raymond) Old Cheshire Churches : 
\ Survey of their History, Fabric and Furni- 
ture, with Records of the Older Monuments. 
Illus., some in colour. Batsford. £6 6s. od. 
net. 

This beautiful book—a remarkable produétion 
contains over 300 illustrations and photographs specially 
taken for this work. Every old church in Cheshire 
is illustrated, besides photographs of unusual or 
interesting interiors. It is a complete survey and the 
book abounds in all kinds of information including 
accounts of the designers, builders, sculptors, painters, 
in faét all who helped to make the churches what they 
are. The author has spent many years in collecting 
material for this book and he has been eminently 
successful in producing a work which is a joy to behold. 
There is a foreword by |. H. E. Bennett, F.S.A., who 
has made a Study of Cheshire, and an introduétion by 
F. H. Crossley, F.S.A. A bibliography and full index 
complete the book. 

Sansom (Clive) Speech Training as a Career. 
Illus. Vawser and Wiles. 5s. od. net. 

Without speech life would be impossible and the 
importance of speech on human psychology is not 
yet fully recognised. The purpose of the teacher 
should be not only to help persons to “ speak nicely ” 
but to help them to unite their speech and their minds 
in order that they may both develop together. The 
author says that “Speech Training is not a minor 
occupation for the pernickety "’ but as a career it is 
* quite as vital to the community as Town Planning 
or Medicine." There is a bibliography.and an index. 


Scorr-MoncrierF (George) Edinburgh. Illus. 
Batsford. 15s. od. net. 


The author is an Edinburgh man and writes, “ I 
have in a sense known Edinburgh ever since I have 
known anything, for | was born there in a Viétorian 
villa in the Merchiston airt. I might almost claim a 
pre-natal acquaintanceship, for my forebears for many 
generations made their lives and livelihood in the 
Capital. Their names bob up in the old street direét- 
ories ... "" Mr. Scott-Moncrieff with this in his blood 
could hardly fail to write a fascinating book on his 
“Own Romantic Town” and he has suceceded 
splendidly. The 114 illuStrations, several coloured, 
from engravings, paintings and photographs convey 
vividly the aspeét and atmosphere of the city. The 
author writes in an admirable and vigorous Style 
and has Strong views on most subjeéts—he defends 
that much maligned woman, Mary, Queen of Scots, 
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and gives some hard knocks to John Knox. This 
book is a sheer delight, both in text and illustrations. 
The index is not full enough and the end-papers 
unfortunately are maps. 


Spon (John) The Science of Physiognomy 
Theoretical and Praétical. Illus. Jenkins. 


15s. od. net. 

Since the days of Lavater there have been many 
books published in various languages on this subjeét. 
The system described in the present volume was 
evolved and developed by Mary Olmsted Stanton over 
fifty years ago to whom the book is dedicated. Mr. 
Spon says that her “ system is the only one in existence 
which is at once scientific, demonstrable and reliable.” 
There are chapters on the hand and its charaé¢teristics, 
facial signs of ill-health and disease, etc. The book 
contains 363 diagrams and illustrations. 


STRACHAN (W. J.) Moments of Time. Sylvan 
Press. 6s. od. net. 

Poems which have appeared in various magazines 
during the past five years. They have a “ country” 
background and the poet’s mood is shown by some of 
the titles, “ Winter Walk”; “* Autumn Progress ”’ ; 
“Autumn Mood”; “Summer Drought”; “ The 
Woods.” 


Sykes (Claud W.) Alias William Shakespeare ? 


Aldor. 1955s. od. net. 

To the Student of Shakespeare the reading of this 
work should prove of absorbing interest. The author 
approaches the poet’s real identity in a new way and 
has broken entirely fresh ground. He argues that 
apart from his plays—if he did write them—nothing 
very much is known about him. The widespread 
deStruétion of English records and documents no 
doubt accounts for the loss of much information which 
was at that time available. The author admits Shake- 
speare’s wide knowledge, but asks, “ Are we really 
to suppose that Shakespeare consulted a lawyer every 
time he wanted to allude to some legal instance in a 
play ? That he ran off to a teacher of languages every 
time he wanted to use a French or Italian phrase ? 
That he got a soldier to put him right when he wanted 
to write a battle scene ? ’’ He asks would Ben Jonson 
have let an opportunity slip if Shakespeare had made 
himself a nuisance dogging the footsteps of returned 
travellers for information—this is unlikely. This 
book makes interesting reading and no doubt would 
have rejoiced the heart of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
The preface is by Arthur Bryant. 

WurreHEAD (A. N.) Essays in Science and 
Philosophy. | New York, Philosophical 
Library. $4.75. 

As the publishers of these entertaining and in- 
teresting essays remark, few men of the twentieth 
century can su \. N. Whitehead’s achievements in 
philoso od eaten. The essays colleéted in 
this nm oy are divided into four parts, dealing with 
autobiographical notes, philosophy, education and 
cience. 

YounG (John L.) Books from the MS. to the 
Bookseller. 3rd Edn. Pitman. 7s. 6d. net. 

A revised edition of a book first published in 1929. 
\ praétical volume dealing with all questions conneéted 
with the preparation of MSS. for the press, the arrange- 
ments with the publisher, etc., all clearly set out oe 
the author's guidance, 


FICTION 
Bar one (Daniel) Irene of Byzantium. Francis 
Aldor. 12s. 6d. net. 

An historical nove! dealing with the life of Irene, 
empress and fiancée of Charlemagne. She was married 
to the heir of Byzance but by her passion and cruelty, 
resembling the life of Catherine the Great, she came 
to an untimely end, dying the death of an exile. The 
author found his material for this novel during his 
travels as a French officer during both World Wars. 


MarsHALL (Edison) Great Smith. Aldor. 


12s. 6d. net. 

Most readers of today have heard of the famous 
romance of Pocohantas and Captain John Smith, but 
few could answer an examination on the faéts. Mr. 
Marshall has therefore supplied a real want in his 
historical novel. Captain John Smith was born in 
Lincolnshire in 1597 and his life was one of remarkable 
adventure throughout. His love affairs were many and 
the ups and downs of his days were manifold. He 
became the President of Virginia and had many escapes 
from death and disaster. His writings have been 
discredited, but they contain many relevant faéts and 
the author has obtained excellent results from welding 
fact and fiction into a most entertaining whole. 


Norris (Charles G.) Flint. Hammond. 


10s. 6d. net. 

\s is well said by the publishers, “‘ Flint” is the 
Story of a proud and passionate family fighting for a 
way of life. The head of this family is a shipowner 
who believed in individualism and the past and resented 
any attempt on the part of government or labour 
to tell him how to run his business. When a Strike 
occurred, his action led to considerable friétion with 
the dockers and their leader. Many exciting things, 
including a murder, happen to this family in their 
Struggles with their opponents. 

Rocers (Kerk) With Intent to Destroy. 
Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

One wonders whether the small town in America 
can possibly be so full of crime as this novel suggests. 
Anyway it is a good Story and the villain is duly un- 
masked. 

RuNBECK (Margaret Lee) Time for Each Other. 
Gordon Martin. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Boo figures again in this domestic novel, 
but equally fascinating are Lilliam and Cuckey, the 
black attandants on Peter’s wife. Peter and Lilliam’s 
husband, Joseph, have gone to the war. The women 
find happiness in little things and try and forget the 
large dark cloud hanging over the world. A pretty 
domestic story of America in recent days, not forgetting 
Boo’s mythical Annabelle who comes to life at almost 
the last page. 

SanpERS (Bruce) Deadly Jade. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The “ Stolen”’ jade necklace is the link in the 
extraordinary mystery that Bruce Sanders has woven 
round Simon and Hilda and the rest of them. A fine 
thriller. 

SmirH (Dorothy Evelyn) Proud Citadel. 
Andrew Dakers, Ltd. 9s. 6d. net. 

Twenty-five years of life as seen through the eyes 
of Jess who arrives at Mrs. Mary Firth’s house, Sealight, 
in a place called Sunday Halt, Her worldly goods are 
in a bundle, she has lost her mother and her men and 
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practically all hope. Amongst the many local characters 

are her three friends, Randy Warren, Sam Buxton 

and Willy Beale. These play a large part in her life. 

She loves Randy but marries Beale. Tragedy and final 

hope form a thrilling tale. 

Yeu (Chun-Chan) The Mountain Village. 
Sylvan Press. 9s. 6d. net. 

ORan was a lonely girl, as lonely as Uncle Pan. 
ORan’s father died after a brawl with a young farmer 
who had Stolen his land for three piculs of rice. 
Beautiful ORan grew up carefully tended by members 
of the family who had adopted her. The quaint 
charaéters of this Story laid in a village on the upper 
reaches of the great Chinese river, the Yangtse, include 
Aunt Chrysanthemum, Mao Mao, the farmer, with 
his wife, She-Crow, Lao Liu, the Story-teller, Landlord 
Chumin, and many others, beautifully drawn and true 
to life. This is not the author's first book and it will 
greatly add to his reputation as an outstanding author. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, June, 1947-—BOOKS TO COME, 
June, 1947.—BRITISH BOOK NEWS, August, 


1947.—MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the Boston 
Public Library, June, 1947.—THE LIBRARIAN AND 
BOOK WORLD, July, 1t947.—THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD,  fuly, 1947.—THE 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, June 15, July, 1947.— 
MEDICAL BOOKMAN, July, 1947.—NEW ZEA- 
LAND LIBRARIES, March-April, 1947. 


ALSO RECEIVED 

BULLETIN OF THE JOHN RYLANDS 
LIBRARY, MANCHESTER, May, 1947.—OUT- 
POST: the Magazine of the South Western Division 
of the Association of Assistant Librarians, Vol. 1, No. 1, 
June, 1947.—LONDON AND CAMBRIDGE 
ECONOMIC SERVICE, Special Memorandum, No. 
50, May, 1947.— Wages, Earnings and Hours of Work, 
1914-1947, United Kingdom; by A. L. Bowley. 


ASLIB is to hold the 22nd Annual Con- 
ference, 1947, at the London School of 
Economics, Houghton Street, London, W.C.z. 
On Saturday, September 2oth, at 11 a.m., 
Professor Rudolf E. Peierls, according to the 
preliminary programme, is giving a paper on 
“ The Effect of Atomic Energy Developments 
on Scientific and Technical Publication ” ; 
and at 2.15 p.m., Drs. Perry and Batten give 
a paper on ‘‘ Punched Card Systems and their 
Application to Library and Technical Work ” ; 
on Sunday, 21St, at 11 a.m., Messrs. Parke, 
Brimble and Patrick speak on ‘‘ Format and 
Efficiency: how the Style and Make-up of 
Periodicals affeéts their use”; and at 2.30 
p.m., Mr. Eric N. Simons, with another, give 
“ Both Sides of the Librarian’s Desk: an 
Argument between a Librarian and a Library 
User.” It is hoped to hold an Exhibition of 
modern professional literature on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings at Canterbury 
Hall, Cartwright Gardens, London, W.C.1., 
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and a demonstration of punched card apparatus 
on Saturday evening, also at Canterbury 
Hall. 

Seventy members attended a Joint Meeting of 
The Northern Branch of The Library Associa- 
tion and North-Eastern Division of The 
Association of Assistant Librarians which 
was held at Redcar on Thursday, June 26th, 
1947, under the chairmanship of Mr. E. 
Austin Hinton, B.A., F.L.A. 

The meeting was addressed by Mr. F. G. 
B. Hutchings, City Librarian, Leeds who 
spoke on the various aspeéts of ‘‘ Professional 
Education,” and an interesting discussion 
followed. A vote of thanks to the speaker 
was moved by Mr. G. F. Leighton (Stockton- 
on-Tees), and seconded by Mr. W. Lillie 
(Middlesbrough). 

In the evening a Junior Meeting was held 
under the chairmanship of Mr. T. Hodgson 
(Newcastle), Mr. C. H. Moore (Redcar) read a 
paper which he had prepared in collaboration 
with Mr. J. Colgan on “ The Returning 
Serviceman’s Point of View ” which provoked 
a lengthy discussion. Thanks to the Chairman 
and speakers were voiced by Mr. D. E. Dodds 
(Darlington) and Miss Murphy (Houghton- 
le-Spring, Durham County). 

A preliminary business meeting of the 
newly formed Eastern Branch of the Library 
Association was held at Cambridge on 24th 
July, there being a representative attendance 
from Cambridge; Cambridge University ; 
Cambridgeshire ; Huntingdonshire ; East Suf- 
folk; West Suffolk; Norwich; Ipswich ; 
Great Yarmouth; Lowestoft; Bury St. 
Edmunds and Kings Lynn. 

An informal general discussion of the 
future activities of the Branch took place, 
the Inaugural Meeting being planned for 
September at Norwich. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 

THe Liprary Wor_p.” 

Sir,—I am indebted to your Correspondent 
who points out that on page 5 of your last 
issue I made the error, inexcusable in the 
circumstances, of attributing to Mr. A. Calder 
Marshall the excellent after-dinner speech 
made at Brighton by Mr. D. L. Murray. 

Yours, etc., 
W. C. Berwick SAYERs. 
Croydon Public Libraries, 
Town Hall, Croydon. 
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